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For the Month of ae the Sacred Heart 
i 


Prayer-book sized leaflets, pictures and prayers to draw your heart 
closer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Black and white. Please order 
by serial number. 


\t 
a HOLY PICTURES — l¢ each or $1.00 per 100 


H1 — Sacred Heart H10— Learn of Me! 
H2 — Behold This Heart! H12 — The Pleading Heart of Jesus 
H6 — Sacred Heart with Consecration H17 — Reign, O Heart of Jesus! 
H7 —Jesus, Meek and Humble of Heart H26—O Sacred Heart of Jesus! 1 
H9 — Sacred Heart with St. Margaret H28 — The Heart which has loved 
Mary Men. 
re: 
wt 
; PRAYER LEAFLETS — ‘2¢ each or 50¢ per 100 
H13— Novena to the Sacred Heart H22 — “Offer Me My Heart” 
H14 — Novena of Confidence H23 — Offering in Atonement for Faults 
H20 — Act of Consecration of Mankind H25 — Spiritual Communion 
\t) 
LARGER LEAFLETS — 1¢ each or $1.00 per 100 
) 
H3 -—-Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Home 
H5 -— Family Consecration to the Sacred Heart 
H15 — Salutations to the Sacred Heart 
H27 — Prayer of Reparation to the Sacred Heart 
Pictures for Framing 
Sacred Heart of Jesus — by Von Oer — full figure .... 16 x 25 in. 50¢ 
GONE. ashaceisnnaces 11 x 14 in. 25¢ 
RA Ce I iiss vik scccictiancabaneiieitniniatisssnensatntomneninontte 17 x 36 in. 60¢ 
Re III 5-1 soda sacsecnaniasseabsoanbedascasdelaoncniuiseien 9 x 14 in. 20¢ 
wa Bri hs © Siensiggssabiiaiieaieelaaieatactel siibalebennadiandepusdibanwaaaas 8 x 12 in. 15¢ 
Sacred Heart Pleading — with consecration ................ 8 x 12 in. 15¢ 
MO TBR OE TOGOEE oi ccncvccccssiwsensssnsscansssnsenee 5144 x 7% in. 10¢ (3 for 25¢) 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Sacred Heart picture in rich colors, glossy finish 8 x 10 in. 25¢ each. 
Order from: National Center of the Enthronement, 

4930 South Dakota Avenue, N. E., 

Washington 17, D. C. 
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Saint Anthony, Doctor of the Church— Feast, June 13 





Burning Furnace of Charity 


UNE directs our thoughts, our affections and our devotions 

in a special way to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, to whom it 

is specially dedicated. For this reason, June should be most 

dear to us, and we should try to spend it most fervently in loving 
the Sacred Heart and giving Him many proofs of our love. 

One of the invocations of the Litany of the Sacred Heart 
addresses that Divine Heart as a BURNING FURNACE OF 
CHARITY. How truly this beautiful title applies to the Heart 
of Jesus! It is indeed a furnace of love—a love which desires to 
consume us in its flames in order to sanctify us, and to atone for 
our sins and negligences and for the countless crimes of a sinful 
world. 

Devotion to the Heart of Jesus springs from love, tends 
toward love, and uses love as its means. The express object of 
devotion to the Sacred Heart is the love of our Divine Lord, man- 
ifested principally in His Passion and in the Blessed Sacrament. 
Where is His love so conspicuous as during the awful tortures He 
suffered for us during His Sacred Passion, and on the altar where 
He daily renews His Sacrifice of Calvary in a mystical manner? 


Love is, as it were, brought home to us by the human Heart 
of Jesus. He communicates to us His own sentiments in per- 
mitting us to feel the great fire of love for us that burns in His 
Heart. The particular object which Our Lord had in revealing 
to the world the devotion to His Sacred Heart was His love for 
mankind, all of whom He would draw to Himself. He wishes, 
first, to make known to us His love for us, and in this way to 
extend the kingdom of His love, which consists principally in 
the mutual gift of hearts between Himself and us, and in the 
union of the life and feelings of our hearts with His own. 

He takes the initiative by giving us His Divine Heart. Is 
it not just, then, that we, His little creatures, should give Him 
our hearts in return? Such is the law of love, and in this ex- 
change it is surely we who gain. What wonderful condescension, 
that our God, in order to gain our hearts, should deign to give 
us His own Heart and to exchange His treasures for our poverty, 
His power for our weakness, His wisdom for our ignorance! Of 
ourselves we are misery, error, sin, trouble and vexation. May 
our hearts go forth, then, from this turmoil in which they lan- 
guish, and lose themselves in the Sacred Heart, plunge them- 
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selves in that furnace of charity, that ocean of mercy, that foun- 
tain of all good, that center of peace, that torrent of delights! 

May our hearts, won by the attractions of this most lovable 
Heart, be fixed on It forever! May It so engrave Itself in our 
memory as to be always present to our thoughts; so imprint Itself 
in our imagination as to purify and sanctify it; so penetrate all 
the powers of our soul that they may be directed according to 
the law of love. Let us keep our eyes fixed on the Sacred Heart, 
for He is our Light, our Master, and our Guide in the way of 
salvation! 


The Feast of the Sacred Heart 


ESUS Himself requested the celebration of the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart on the Friday following the octave of Corpus 
Christi. He selected a Friday, undoubtedly, because it is the day 
of His Passion and Death, the day on which His Divine Heart 
was opened with a lance and poured forth water and blood, sym- 
bolizing the mystic graces that would be given to souls. Friday, 
then, besides being the Divine choice, seems most fitting to com- 
memorate the love of the Heart of Jesus. 

To spend this day fittingly, it is suggested that you prepare 
for it by a novena to the Sacred Heart. This may be private or 
public. We invite you to unite yourself with us in our solemn 
Novena, mentioned on page 49. This year the feast falls on 
the First Friday of the month. Since many Catholics make it 
a practice to receive Holy Communion on the First Friday of 
each month, it will be more or less natural for them to keep the 
Feast in its proper spirit, by assisting at Mass, receiving Holy 
Communion, and renewing the acts of Consecration and Repa- 
ration, which are prayed publicly on this day. A special visit to 
the Blessed Sacrament later in the day would be ideal; also 
spiritual reading on the Sacred Heart; acts of mortification, of 
charity; frequent ejaculations during the day; and especially the 
renewal of the act of Enthronement, in a solemn and festive 
manner. 

The faithful who recite before an image of the Sacred Heart 
the Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory be, together with the invo- 
cation: “Sweet Heart of Jesus, grant that I may love Thee more 
and more,” may gain an indulgence of 500 days. (“Raccolta,” 
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248.) Those who visit a church where the feast is being cele- 
brated, may gain a plenary indulgence on condition of confession, 
Holy Communion and prayer for the intentions of the Holy Fa- 
ther. (#249) Those who take part in a public novena in honor 
of the Sacred Heart immediately before the feast may gain an 
indulgence of 10 years on each day; and a plenary indulgence on 
the conditions noted above, if they are present at least five times. 
(#250) For daily devotions during the month of the Sacred 
Heart, an indulgence of 10 years may be gained for each day; also 
a plenary indulgence once under the above conditions. (#253) 

“T am come to cast fire upon earth,” Jesus once said. This 
fire is the ardent flame of Divine love burning in the Heart of 
Jesus. He who approaches it cannot but be kindled with fervor, 
even as one who draws near a fire lighted in a fireplace enjoys 
the warmth of its radiant heat. He who stays at a distance re- 
mains unaffected, indifferent, dry, cold, perhaps frozen. Draw 
near this fire by a loving devotion to the Heart of Jesus and be 
warmed by its heat. 

A bee flitting from flower to flower, sipping out the honey, 
gathers much nectar in a day. Let your soul by constant devo- 
tion to the Sacred Heart, repeated acts of love, of reparation and 
yearning for union, draw out the Divine honey of grace and the 
sweetness of consolation from the honeycomb of the Wounded 
Heart. The bee that flies farther than others and hovers over 
more flowers collects their nectar in greater abundance; so the 
soul by tender love, by frequent prayer and union with the Heart 
of Jesus, comes to an ever deeper understanding of Divine Love 
and ever greater intimacy with Jesus. 

The Heart of Jesus is like the light of a lantern. The light 
of the Divinity is placed in the Sacred Human Heart, and this 
light enlightens the soul on its way to eternal life. Make use of 
the month dedicated to the Sacred Heart to enkindle anew the 
fire of ardent love for the Savior of your soul. 





Let the flame of your candle burning before the Living Pres- 
ence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament be your answer to the flame 
of love which burns in the Sacred Heart for you. A candle will 
be burned for your intentions before the Blessed Sacrament ex- 
posed in any of our Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration for a day 
and a night for 50¢; one week, $3.50; one month, $12.00 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Omnipresence of God 


To the immortal and invisible King of the ages, 
the only God, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 


O IMMENSE is Almighty God, one God in three Divine 
Persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, that He 
fills heaven and earth. He is present in all places and in all 
things. There is simply no place in which He is not. As He is 
a pure Spirit, He also penetrates all things and is within them. 
He is within the heavens, within the oceans, within the depths of 
the earth; in a word, it is not possible to imagine any place or 
point in which God is not. 

I know, then, that I am in God, as fish are in and surrounded 
by water, as birds are in and surrounded by air. It is simply not 
possible for me to run away from God or to hide myself from 
Him; for wherever I go, wherever I hide myself, there I will find 
God who is everywhere present. 

But a more marvelous thing still: so great is the immensity 
of God that not only does He fill heaven and earth and the whole 
universe, but He is in no way tied to the places He now fills and 
could be in a billion universes besides, if He would choose to 
create them. And He could create them, make them out of 
nothing, by a simple act of His all-powerful will. 

With this belief in the presence of God, how easy it should 
be for me to speak to Him in prayer, to consult Him, to do all 
things as if I saw Him with the eyes of my body. Though in- 
visible, He is really present everywhere, so that every place can 
be a place of prayer and everywhere one can speak to God. I can 
pray in every place; and this especially holds good as regards 
keeping myself recollected by the use of ejaculatory prayers. 


Everywhere by Essence 


In every place, even here and now, God, the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit is wholly present. Here God the Father is 
begetting the Son, and the Father and the Son are producing the 
Holy Spirit—one God in three Persons. Right here is His in- 
finite goodness, charity, mercy, justice, wisdom and omnipotence, 
all the excellencies and perfections of His Divinity. He who 
created the world and governs it is the same here as in heaven, 
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“It is impossible to imagine any place where God is not.” 
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without any difference, so that if I could see Him I would be 
blessed. 

With this belief that God is present everywhere by essence, 
how easy it should be to love Him, the Supreme Good; to adore 
His infinite majesty, to trust and confide in His Divine wisdom 
and omnipotence. What pleasure for me to be able at all times 
to rejoice in the presence of the Father, to converse with the Son, 
to speak with the Holy Spirit, to know that this undivided Trin- 
ity, this immense Divinity, who is everywhere in such a way that 
He is by essence wholly in every part of everything, surrounds 
me on all sides. What an incentive to walking in the presence 
of God! 

Everywhere by Presence 


God sees and knows whatever is in every one. Nothing can 
be hidden or concealed from Him. The place itself may be most 
obscure and hidden, yet to God it is most clear, for darkness 
is not dark to Him. 

There is so much of consolation in this belief that God sees 
and knows all things. God sees me. If I pray in secret, God 
is there. He sees in secret and listens to my prayer. If I am 
tempted, I think of how God is watching me, in whose eyes 
wickedness and the one who does it are hateful. If I have trials 
and troubles and many crosses, I need but remember that God 
sees everything and that He knows and permits the affliction be- 
cause He knows what is best for me. If I do anything good I 
will think, not how men behold me, but how God sees everything 
and will reward me. So I will desire to please Him alone who is 
to judge me for the things He sees in me. 


Everywhere by Power 


God is in every place, and in every thing, by His power. 
He is not only everywhere as the Triune God who fills heaven 
and earth and who sees everything everywhere, but because He 
is almighty He gives to all things the being they have. He helps 
them in all they do. In Him all things live and move and have 
their being. No place contains God as it contains creatures, but 
God contains all places. God sustains all things, keeps them 
in existence. If they live, it is because God is in them, giving 
them life; if they move, it is because God is in them, giving them 
motion; if they have being, it is because God is in them, and gives 
it to them, and maintains them in it. If God would withdraw 
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Himself from any place, or from any thing, it would immediately 
cease to be. It would fall back, so to speak, into the nothing- 
ness from which it came. 

This truth that God is present everywhere and in all things 
by His essence, by His presence, and by His power should fill 
my soul with affections of love and joy and thanksgiving. See- 
ing that God is thus united with His creatures and dwells in 
them in so wonderful a manner, I should not let the most beau- 
tiful objects entice me inordinately nor the most terrible affright 
me. I should take courage from the thought that God is near 
and that He is in all things. I can always pray: “If Thou art 
with me, my God, then let any man fight against me. If armies 
in camp should stand against me, my heart will not fear, because 
I know that Thou art close to me, without whose will they can- 
not move a hand. I will always keep Thee in my sight, because 
if Thou art with me, what does it matter who is against me?” 

God within Me 

Since God is everywhere, He is within me. In Him I live 
and move and have my being. God surrounds me on every side. 
I am enclosed in God. He is the house out of which I cannot 
go, in which I must live and work for ever. He is the room in 
which I must stay, out of which I shall find no rest. He is the 
wall that encloses me, without which I shall have no security. 
He is my nourishment and my life, without whom I could not 
live. 

God is within me more intimately than my soul is within 
my body, and in a far more excellent manner, too: by essence, 
presence, power. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the 
whole Divinity, is really and truly within me, His infinite good- 
ness giving me being and life, His wisdom giving the light and 
knowledge that I have, and His power helping the senses of my 
body and the faculties of my soul in all their works and actions. 
He is with my eyes that they may see. He is with my ears that 
they may hear. It is to Him that I owe my sense of taste and 
touch and smell. He is with my memory that I may remember, 
with my understanding that I may know, with my will that it 
may do what is right. 

When I speak of God’s indwelling, I mean that He is as 
intimately present within me as if I were His dwelling. In this 
house He works all that I am and have and do. Indeed, this 
Divine Dweller preserves the house that I am; if He would absent 
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Himself from it even for a moment, it would turn to nothing. 
All of which points out to me so clearly that I ought to be 
intimately united with God. I ought to make my heart an 
oratory into which I may enter to pray, to converse with God. 
So I should purge my soul of all that may displease God thus 
present within me and of all that may offend Him or hinder me 
from knowing, loving, and serving Him until I see Him face to 
face in heaven. 
Especially Present 


Though God is present everywhere and in all things, He is 
present in a more special manner in certain places and in certain 
persons. 

He is present in a special manner, first of all, in heaven. In 
other places He, as it were, hides Himself, so that He cannot be 
seen except by faith alone. But in heaven He shows Himself 
clearly. The greatest joy of heaven, its essential joy, is the 
Beatific Vision, the happy-making sight of God. There the 
blessed see Him as He is, and there He is so unspeakably gener- 
ous to them that eye has not seen nor ear heard nor has it even 
entered into the mind of man what things God has prepared for 
them that love Him. 

Again, God is present in a special way in those places on 
earth where He is wont to give some special notice of His pres- — 
ence, as in churches; for every church is indeed the house of God 
and the gate of heaven. It is in churches and chapels and shrines 
that God is pleased to confer special favors. That is why I must 
always manifest great reverence and respect when I go to such 
places. I am entering the presence of God for a special audience, 
so to speak. 

Finally, God is present especially in the just, in those who 
are in the love and grace of God. He who abides in charity, 
abides in God, and God in him, for he that loves is in the thing 
loved; and when two love one another, the one is in the other; 
so that he who loves God is in God, and because God loves 
him, God is in him. It is all so wonderful: for one who loves God 
all things work together unto good. For every good work done 
by a soul in the love and grace of God, that soul receives an 
increase of sanctifying grace and thus becomes still dearer to 
God, so that the next good work merits a still greater increase 
in grace, until God lives in a very special manner within some 
of His friends. 

(Rev. Winfrid Herbst, S. D. S.) 
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To Love God —— 
and to Make Him Loved 


HEN we behold the Sacred Host, what is It? It is a revela- 

tion of the greatest love. It is the infinite love of God! 

That all His children at all times could surround Him, be near 

Him and receive Him, He would sacrifice Himself for them upon 

the altar. That is all the outcome of His infinite love. And 

what does He want in return? Nothing else, nothing less, 
nothing more than a return of love!” 

These words of Father Lukas were spoken to our Sisters on 
a Feast of the Sacred Heart. As always in his sermons and con- 
ferences, he focused special attention on the intense love of the 
Sacred Heart for mankind. In all that he taught, spoke, and 
prayed, this theme of deeper appreciation of the Sacramental 
Presence was a constant factor. It was his whole ambition that 
all under his charge would learn to live Christ more intimately 
and adore Him with greater fervor in the presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament on the Altar of Exposition. 

Father Lukas preached this message by deed as well as 
word. To us he was an outstanding example of a man totally 
dedicated to the service of God and the things of God. This 
dedication became more and more apparent during the years he 
spent in our midst. It was manifested most strikingly in the 
manner in which he offered the holy Sacrifice of the Mass and 
distributed Holy Communion. 

This dedication, this simple, childlike trust in God, was nur- 
tured and bore fruit during the many hours he spent in ador- 
ation of the Blessed Sacrament. Here he poured himself out to 
God in complete abandonment, believing himself unobserved. 
Yet all who chanced to come into the Chapel of Adoration were 
edified by the depth of his devotion. His manner of imparting 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, his demeanor at prayer, 
his unsparing gift of self, radiated to us a special goodness of God 
through our Chaplain. In him we saw a humble, priest-religious, 
intent upon living as a monk yet using his priesthood to the full- 
est possible participation in the priesthood of Christ Himself. 

The Adoration Chapel was constructed of the best of ma- 
terials, so that even in the use of material things, Father Lukas 
hoped to give greater glory to God and to intensify the love of 
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The Adoration Chapel at Clyde on which Father Lukas lavished 
his love and care. 


Christ in the Eucharist in the hearts of the adorers. To attain 
this objective, no effort was too great, no labor of preparation 
too fatiguing. Only the best was worthy of God. If at times the 
Superior was uneasy about the funds of the community war- 
ranting the proposed expenditures, Father would put her mind 
at ease by asking her to place more trust in Divine Providence. 

Then, too, Father Lukas, cognizant of this setting for our 
Eucharistic Lord, spared no efforts, orally and in writing, to in- 
dicate means whereby the Sisters could share in an ever greater 
way in that Infinite Love. Singing was encouraged as a higher 
form of prayer, and in the spirit of St. Pius X, he became a 
strong proponent of Gregorian Chant as the ideal melody of love 
for the community at Clyde. In a word, he wished, as one of his 
confreres expressed it, “to purify, uplift, and sanctify all that per- 
tains to the church, the holy altar, the praying, the singing; 
that the sacred ceremonies, the Divine Office, be performed as 
perfectly as it can be done here below, not merely as an outward 
exercise, but with deep and inner devotion.” 

As he consistently encouraged the Sisters to cast their 
cares, their everything, upon the Sacred Heart, so likewise did 
he counsel so many others who presented their problems of life 
to him, to use in childlike simplicity the ejaculation: “Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, I trust in Thee. Prove the power of Thy love.” 
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And may we add from the introductory of this article the words: 
“What does He want in return? Nothing else, nothing less, 
nothing more, than a return of love!” 


A great amount of work is involved in gathering data on the life, 
virtues and writings of a servant of God. So likewise in the cause of 
Father Lukas Etlin, intensive work is being done preparatory to the 
introduction of his Cause in the Diocesan Tribunal of Kansas City—St. 
Joseph. We encourage readers and those interested in this Cause to 
continue their fervent prayers for the success of this undertaking. 

No public veneration of Father Lukas is permitted. Nevertheless, 
private prayers and novenas are encouraged and may be offered to ob- 
tain favors from God through his intercession. It will be appreciated if 
any favors so granted be reported to the Vice Postulator in his Cause, 
Rev. Louis Meyer, O.S.B., Conception Abbey, Conception, Missouri. 

Small folders with pictures of Father Lukas and his favorite 
Madonna, with a brief sketch of his life and some favorite ejaculations, 
may be had on request from the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Ador- 
ation, Clyde, Missouri. At present there is no English book on the life 
of Father Lukas, but we still have many copies of his biography in 
zxerman (50¢ a copy). Those who wish to have copies sent to relatives 
and friends in Europe may send us the address, with an additional 10¢ 
for postage, and we will mail them directly from the convent. 


Music to His Ears 


ROTHER JUNIPER’S usually serene face was troubled. 
Here it was June’ already and still no workshop! Every 
time he wanted to fix something, every time a tool had to be 
sharpened, a motor repaired, a sandal mended, it meant a trip 
to the small, dark inadequate basement, which was so over- 
crowded that a man almost risked his life entering it. You could 
hardly do an efficient repair job in such circumstances. No won- 
der the lawn mower was getting so dull that, as one of the friars 
had remarked, the lawn looked as if it had been cropped by goats. 
And no wonder some of the Brothers were beginning to limp— 
huge, clumsy patches on one’s sandals were not conducive to 
graceful walking. Something had to be done. But what? Fa- 
ther Superior was aware of his difficulties and was sorry, but 
there was no money to build a workshop and there wasn’t an 
extra room in the small monastery that could be used. Every- 
body was crowded. They joked about it good-naturedly at rec- 
reation. “Sure, if our Holy Founder were to come to preach to 
us,” declared Brother Columban, “they’d call it ‘Preaching to 
the Goldfish’, not the birds!” 
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The bell rang, interrupting Brother Juniper’s musings. On 
his way to the chapel, his face cleared. June was the month of 
the Sacred Heart, that Heart of Jesus dearer and closer to him 
than any earthly friend! Brother Juniper had been taking his 
joys and his sorrows to the Sacred Heart from childhood. Never 
had he gone to Him in vain. A little matter like a workshop 
wouldn’t trouble the Sacred Heart. He would provide some- 
thing. Without a doubt in his mind, Brother Juniper settled 
down to his prayers. 

After dinner, while most of the Brothers were enjoying a 
brief siesta, Brother Juniper took his violin and went outside to 
the garden to play. For fear of disturbing the Brothers’ rest, 
he usually went to the far end of the garden, close to the tall 
hedge which separated the monastery property from that of the 
nearest neighbor. Drawing the battered instrument tenderly 
from its case, Brother Juniper picked up his bow and began. 
There was a startled fluttering of birds’ wings in the tree over- 
head and somewhere a window was slammed shut with great 
force. Undisturbed, Brother Juniper played dreamily on. 

Because everyone loved the little Brother who had the sim- 
plicity and humility of a child and the charity of a saint, no one 
had ever had the heart to tell him that the sounds produced by 
his violin were not what is commonly classed as music. The 
friars just put up with the weird disharmony that came forth 
when he picked up the instrument, and managed to betake them- 
selves elsewhere. It was the only relaxation the Brother enjoyed 
in his busy day of service to others, and not for the world would 
they have deprived him of it. Fortunately, the siesta period was 
short! 

It was not short enough, however, for the visitor then sitting 
in the parlor with Father Superior. He was the distinguished 
artist, Pierre Ducort, the monastery’s nearest neighbor. His 
studio happened to be a large room overlooking the monastery 
garden, only a few feet above the hedge near which Brother 
Juniper usually sat to play. “Never,” the artist was saying to 
the concerned Superior: “never have I heard the like! Such 
dismal wailing, such excruciating sounds! It’s far worse than 
cats fighting beneath one’s windows. You must do something! 
Make him stop! I’m losing sleep, I cannot work. He is driving 
me insane!” Mr. Ducort wiped his pale face with a spotless 
handkerchief and nervously fingered his mustache. 

“But Brother Juniper only plays the violin for about twenty 
minutes after dinner,” protested Father Superior. “Yes, yes!” 
cried Ducort, “but that’s the very time I am at work. I do not 
get up till noon and then I go straight to my studio. That’s the 
best time. The light is just right. I am refreshed, ready to work 
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—and then, that dreadful noise begins—I’m all unnerved! I 
cannot work for the rest of the day and I’m in the midst of a 
painting that must be finished for the July exhibit.” 

Father Superior sighed: “Very well, Mr. Ducort, I will do 
what I can. I am sorry that we cause you so much distress. 
It is just that this house is very small and poor Brother Juniper 
has really no place to work, let alone play his violin. He has no 
workshop, not even enough room to keep his tools in order. He 
gets such joy out of his violin, and the only place he can play is 
in the garden. But, I will speak to him.” 

The artist look disturbed. High strung and nervous though 
he was, he had a kind heart and never willingly inflicted pain 
on another. The thought of the poor Brother deprived of his 
relaxation troubled him. How would he feel if forbidden to 
paint? Running his fingers through his hair, he looked anxiously 
at the Superior. “No place for his work—no place to play but 
the garden?” he repeated slowly. Suddenly he was on his feet, 
clutching the startled Superior by the arm. “I have it!” he 
cried, “the very thing! Build him a workshop, right away— 
immediately! And there, there you will tell the good Brother, 
only there is he to play the violin! Yes, yes it is the solution. 
I will write you a check this minute. It will be cheap no matter 
what it costs, for then I will have peace to finish my painting!” 
And almost dancing with delight, the artist signed the check with 
a flourish and departed in high good humor. 


And so Brother Juniper got his workshop. But the Sacred 
Heart got something far more precious. For Pierre Ducort took 
an interest in the building of the workshop. He met Brother 
Juniper, talked with him many times, and before very long he was 
back in the Church from which he had strayed years before. In 
his July exhibit there was a small painting which the critics ac- 
claimed as his masterpiece. To the astonishment of most of 
them, it was a religious subject. Called “Of Such is the King- 
dom,” it showed Christ with His arm about a little child, a little 
child who bore a striking resemblance to Brother Juniper. What 
baffled the critics still more was that the painting was not signed 
with the usual “Ducort” scrawled beside the figure. Instead, 
way down in a corner was the only signature—a tiny violin. 





Spiritual Vitamin for June 


Heart of Jesus, of whose fulness we have all received, 
Heart of Jesus, patient and rich in mercy, 
Have mercy on us! 
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The Generous Heart of Jesus 


T is characteristic of kind-hearted people to wish to make 
everyone happy, especially those most distressed and afflicted. 
But who can ever find a kinder heart than that of Jesus Christ? 
He is Infinite Goodness, and therefore has a supreme desire to 
communicate His riches to us. “With Me are riches and glory, 
glorious riches and justice... that I may enrich them that love 
Me, and may fill their treasures” (Prov. 8:18, 21). 


He made Himself poor, as St. Paul says, that He might 
make us rich: “You know the graciousness of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ—how, being rich, He became poor for your sakes, that by 
-His poverty you might become rich” (2 Cor. 8:9). For this same 
purpose He chose to remain always with us in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, where He waits, with hands filled with graces, to lavish 
them upon those who come to Him. For this reason, too, He 
gives Himself wholly to us in Holy Communion, showing us 
clearly that He cannot refuse us any good gifts since He gives 
even Himself entirely to us. 


From the Heart of Jesus we receive every good, every grace 
that we desire: “In everything you have been enriched in Him... 
that you lack no grace” (1 Cor. 1:5, 7). Yes, we must under- 
stand that we are debtors to the Heart of Jesus for all the graces 
we have received—graces of redemption, of vocation, of light, of 
pardon, the grace to resist temptation, and to bear patiently with 
trials and contradictions; for without His assistance we could not 
do the least good work. 


And Our Lord tells us that if hitherto we have not received 
more graces, we should not blame Him, but ourselves, for having 
neglected to ask them from Him. “Hitherto you have not asked 
anything in My name. Ask and you shall receive, that your 
joy may be full” (John 16:24). The Heart of Jesus is rich and 
liberal toward all who have recourse to Him. “For there is the 
same Lord of all, rich toward all who call upon Him” (Rom. 
10:12). What great mercies do those souls receive who are 
earnest in asking help from the Sacred Heart! “For Thou, O 
Lord, art good and kind, full of mercy for all who call upon 
Thee” (Ps. 85:5). Let us therefore go to this Heart, and ask 
with CONFIDENCE, and we shall obtain all we need and 
desire. 
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Novena to the Sacred Heart 


May 28 to June 5 


URING the solemn Novena to 
the Sacred Heart, to be made 
publicly in each of our five Sanc- 
tuaries of Perpetual Adoration be- 
tween the feast of Corpus Christi 
and that of the Sacred Heart 
(May 28 to June 5), we shall rec- 
ommend to the Generous Heart of 
Jesus the needs and intentions of 
all our kind friends and benefac- 
tors. We invite all to unite with 
us during these days of special prayer in offering a loving homage 
of adoration, praise and thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart, and 
of reparation for our own past ingratitude and infidelity, as well 
as that of countless other souls. Particularly will we offer repara- 
tion for the millions of crimes committed each day throughout 
the world, and the outrages offered to God by the denial of His 
very existence and the insults deliberately hurled at Him not 
only in countries where the Church is being persecuted but also 
in our own and others. 

Our special Novena Prayer will be the Litany of the Sacred 
Heart, which will be prayed during morning Benediction each 
day by all present, and at each hour of the day and night by the 
official adorers kneeling before the Blessed Sacrament exposed 
in each of our five Sanctuaries. Those uniting with us in the 
Novena may use this same prayer, or any other suitable prayer 
of their choice. We would suggest also that you assist at Holy 
Mass each morning and receive our dear Lord in Holy Commun- 
ion. Thus closely united to Him, your soul will be the more 
pleasing to Him and you will be the more deserving of His favors. 


Your petitions may be addressed to the Benedictine Con- 
vent of Perpetual Adoration, either at our Motherhouse in Clyde, 
Missouri, or at any one of our dependent Priories as listed below: 





Route 1, Box 16 Benedictine Plaza 
Mundelein, Illinois Tucson, Arizona 
1409 E. Meyer Blvd. 2610 San Diego Ave. 
Kansas City 10, Missouri San Diego 10, California 


JUNE — 1959 49 








Witnesses of Hope 


HE souls in purgatory are souls of hope. They are hopefully 
awaiting the fulfilment of the time of their purgation, when 
they will be admitted into the joy of the Lord. Theirs is a joy- 
ous hope, a hope which they know will not be confounded. They 
are sure of attaining the eternal happiness of heaven when the 
sufferings of purgatory shall have filled up what was wanting in 
their lives on earth. Their hope is not shadowed by any fear of 
personal failure, any anxiety that they will not pass the final 
test. That fear is gone forever, for they are in a state where 
they can no longer endanger their salvation. They hope with a 
surety of attaining, for that is the nature of the virtue of hope. 
It is not a mere desire; it is not a “perhaps”—but a certainty. 
And yet these souls suffer intensely. They suffer from their 
consuming desire to be with God, whilst they comprehend their 
utter unworthiness because, seeking themselves in their lifetime, 
they did not reach the degree of love God required for their eter- 
nal union with Him. Again and again, they passed up calls of 
Divine love, and the remembrance of their resistance is now a 
torture in itself, because they now realize that in so doing they 
were refusing to love the Supreme Good and following an in- 
ordinate self-love that resulted in sin and emptiness of life. The 
vision of their selfishness during their earthly life fills them with 
horror when they see it in the light of eternity, and they know 
that it is this which makes them unworthy of heaven. So they 
are torn between the desire for God and the sense of their un- 
readiness. 

Cardinal Newman, in his poem, “The Dream of Gerontius,” 
portrays the devouring fire of their longing and the equally in- 
tense realization that they are unprepared, in the following mag- 
nificent lines which are spoken by an Angel to a soul entering 
purgatory: 

Thou wilt be sick with love, and yearn for Him— 

There is a pleading in His pensive eyes 

Will pierce thee to the quick, and trouble thee. 

And thou wilt hate and loathe thyself; for, though 

Now sinless, thou wilt feel that thou hast sinned, 

As never thou didst feel; and wilt desire 

To slink away, and hide thee from His sight; 

And yet wilt have a longing aye to dwell 


Within the beauty of His Countenance. 
And these two pains, so counter and so keen— 
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The longing for Him, when thou seest Him not, 
The shame of self at thought of seeing Him— 
Will be thy veriest, sharpest purgatory. 


The souls in purgatory compellingly remind us of the de- 
mands of holiness. In their state of grace and radiation of Christ 
they are beautiful with a purity and holiness that is beyond the 
farthest reach of our imagination, and yet what intensive purifi- 
cation they must still suffer to enter into the glory of God! 
Hence, their state is a 
silent appeal to us not 
to defer our own com- 
plete conversion to God 
from day to day, be- 
cause too soon the day 
will come when it is too 
late, and it will be our 
turn to learn by experi- 
ence what purgatory 
means. Their suffering 
love enlightens us in re- 
gard to the foolishness 
of making anything 
but God the end and 
aim of all our actions 
and strivings. 


Finally, the souls in 
purgatory call to us for 
fraternal charity. 
They are entitled to 
our charity, to our 
prayers and suffrages, 
because they are members of the same Mystical Body as 
we are. Prayer for the souls in purgatory is an act of member- 
ship in the Church, a recognition of the essential oneness of all 
who have been baptized into the Body of Christ. They must 
look to the merits of Christ, the mercy of the Father, and the 
fraternal charity of their brethren on earth for help, since they 
can no longer do anything but suffer. But we on earth still have 
the privilege of offering in their behalf the infinite merits of 
Christ through the Holy Sacrifice, through prayer and expiatory 
offerings, whereby we can aid them immensely. Let us be quick 
to give them this proof of our charity. ; 





‘*There is a pleading in His eyes.’’ 
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Let Us Pray 


N CALVARY, Jesus gave Himself to redeem mankind; and 
as He hung dying on the Cross, a multitude of His chosen 
people were at His feet, mocking Him and taunting Him: “If 
Thou be the Son of God, come down from the Cross!” ... “He 
saved others, Himself He cannot save!” They denied His Divin- 
ity despite the extraordinary and undeniable proofs He had 
given. They denied His love and His sincerity, for they accused 
Him of being a seducer... And all the time, Jesus was there, 
hanging on the Cross, suffering untold tortures for them, praying 
for them, yearning for their love and their salvation. 


Put yourself in His place. Try to realize what His Sacred 
Heart felt at being the object of so much ingratitude and hatred. 
“If an enemy had derided Me, I would verily have borne it; but 
thou, My friend and familiar!” In His ardent love, He willed 
to do the utmost for His very enemies, but they laughed and 
mocked, and refused to listen to their own consciences which 
urged repentance. 

Today Jesus is treated no differently by many souls. Out- 
side the Catholic Church, His Real Presence in the Blessed 
Sacrament is denied as an impossibility. The Jews had some 
sort of excuse: “They knew not what they did...” but now the 
world has the testimony of twenty centuries, and still it does not 
believe in the Blessed Sacrament or even in the Divinity of Jesus. 
Still more painful to Jesus’ Heart, burning with love for us in 
the Blessed Sacrament, is the fact that even Catholics, though 
they do not deny His Divine Presence, take so little account of 
it. Jesus’ Precious Blood can be had for the asking in the Sac- 
raments, but many will not ask for It. Many never assist at 
Mass except on Sundays, and then only because they are obliged 
to do so; and while they are there during that short half-hour, 
some do not really think of Him and His love. And many, many 
more stay away from Mass even on Sundays, and so stain their 
souls with mortal sin, so abhorrent to the Sacred Heart. 

But what grieves the Heart of Jesus most of all is the lack 
of consideration on the part of so many of His so-called friends. 
There are those who occasionally protest their love for Him, yet 
seldom think of Him. They do not bear their sufferings out of 
love for Him, in union with Him. They grumble and are dis- 
turbed when something does not turn out as they would like it 
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to. They act thus even though in theory they profess belief in 
a Providence that rules the world and that has stored eternal 
values in every detail, circumstance, and event of life. 

If we were to detail the countless sins stemming from a spirit 
of pride and independence, from the excessive thirst for pleasure 
and comfort, from neglect of the supernatural and eternal, there 
would be no end of reasons why there is so much need in our 
day of souls devoted to reparation to the outraged and wounded 
love of God, to His Divine Heart pierced by the thorns of sin 
and ingratitude. And that is above all the purpose of the Cru- 
sade of Night Adoration in the Home. 

Night Adorers are people who spend an hour some time 
during the night right in their homes, adoring and honoring the 
Sacred Heart in order to make some atonement for their own 
and others’ sins and indifference. Men and women, boys and girls, 
young and old, in every state and condition of life, have joined 
this crusade of loving atonement. The following letter is typical 
of those who write to become members of the League of Night 
Adoration in the home: “I would like to be a willing member of 
the Night Adoration in the Home, in my little dark room; I am 
a little old, 79 on March 20, but I am sure that I can stay awake 
one hour for our dear Lord. I’m suggesting the hour of 9 o’clock, 
if that is acceptable. I usually retire at that time. I might also 
mention Monday, as I baby-sit some other nights.” How the 
Sacred Heart must love such souls! 

Many other letters might be culled from the files, but let 
this suffice, that mention may be made of the regulations for the 
sake of those who do not yet know about it and may wish to 
join in this magnificent work of compassionate love and atone- 
ment in honor of the Heart of Jesus. 

First, the night adorer promises to sacrifice one hour of sleep 
once a month and spend it in prayer in the home between the 
hours of 9 p.M. and 6 A.M. on some specified date such as the 
10th, or some particular day of the month—the first Monday, 
for instance. The choice of hour and night may be left to the 
director, but if one prefers, it may be selected. The name should 
be sent to the National Center of the Enthronement in Washing- 
ton, D.C. or to a local Center, such as our Benedictine Convents 
of Perpetual Adoration. 

The hour is spent in prayer before a picture or statue of the 
Sacred Heart, in the spirit of loving atonement. No sin is com- 
mitted if one cannot fulfil this promise at the specified time; 
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but some other hour is usually substituted, because love is never 
at a loss to manifest itself, and to pass up the hour with little 
concern would be far from the spirit that the Sacred Heart ex- 
pects. Further, to be a worthy “atoner” or Night Adorer, one’s 
day to day life must not contradict the spirit of reparation by 
heedlessness in the high standards of Catholic morals, which 
are so much disregarded in the world about us in dress, entertain- 
ment, speech and actions. 


The first promise of Our Lord when He revealed to St. 
Margaret Mary His desire for special devotion to His Sacred 
Heart was that in return He would give all the graces necessary 
for the person in his state of life. Night Adoration is a most 
pleasing form of devotion to the Sacred Heart, and it is ever 
rewarded as Jesus promised, not with just one or two graces, but 
all the graces necessary. This has been experienced over and 
over again by those who have given to the Sacred Heart this one 
special hour in the month, when they offer a return of love to His 
Divine Heart which has done so much for each of us. Many 
keep their hour for the welfare of a loved one or a “black sheep” 
whom they yearn to convert. Such conversions are precious 
fruits of sacrifice and atoning love and bring joy to heaven and 
earth. Those who have not succeeded by other means in bring- 
ing some dear soul back to the Faith are encouraged to become 
Night Adorers to win the desired grace. Many generous souls 
are not content with one hour a month, but keep a Holy Hour 
every week and even oftener; and in many cases, these are people 
who are old or sickly, or burdened with much work. 








Attention: Young People! 


Father McCarthy of the Catholic Youth Council has two helping hands 
for you in the form of wallet or purse-sized cards; one a brief, practical 
Guide to Confession, the other a Communion Guide with Consecration 
to the Sacred Heart. You can carry them with you everywhere and 
you'll find them a real help. There is no better Friend than Jesus! 
Price: 10 copies, 25¢; 100 copies, $2.00; 1,000 copies, $10.00. 


Order from: Rev. R.J. McCarthy 
Catholic Youth Council 
Colton, New York 
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The Call of Love 


HAT an astonishing and wonderful thing is the infinite 
respect and the extreme delicacy with which Our Lord 
treats our human liberty! He is the Master of His gifts, and 
gives them freely; yet He prefers to expose Himself to the risk 
of having them rejected and of being disappointed, as it were, 
in order to leave us free. He wants our love. He does not want 
our forced service. He wills that we be the master of our actions, 
responsible for our choice, capable of a contract with Him to 
which we commit ourselves entirely. So it is that the personality 
of each individual member of the Mystical Body is developed in 
essential liberty, while it blossoms to its fullest glory in the giving 
of itself to Christ and to the other members, perfecting and 
realizing itself in a wholehearted love of God in a definite voca- 
tion. Thus, the married fulfil their noble vocation by the sur- 
render’ of themselves to Christ in the fulfilment of their duties 
to their spouse and their children, who constitute the mystical 
body of the family, a most important unit of the Mystical Body 
of the Church. In a higher realm the priest and religious give 
themselves to the service of the entire Mystical Body as specially 
dedicated members, in whom is realized the triumph of love of 
God and their own perfection. 


In a world which flings itself headlong into the fevered pur- 
suit of earthly riches and material things, religious men and 
women, by the example of their poverty and detachment (which 
they make the matter of a vow), proclaim the hierarchy of 
values, the primacy of things spiritual, supernatural and Divine. 
Their life, dedicated to the service of God, is supremely helpful 
to the lay members of the Mystical Body, who, though aware of 
this order of values, are in danger of neglecting it through anx- 
ious care to provide for the material needs of life. Nor is the 
renunciation by religious of earthly goods a mere negative ex- 
ample. There is a positive aspect, the giving of self to the 
Supreme Good, which proclaims that God alone is worthy of the 
‘soul’s attachment, and helps make the world aware of “the un- 
searchable riches of Christ.” 

Again, by their chastity, religious prove to the world en- 
‘slaved to the pleasures of the flesh that chastity is possible, that ~ 
it is fruitful, and ensures a greater freedom to serve the needs 
of other members of Christ’s Body, as well as God Himself: 
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Catholic married couples who realize the grandeur of human love 
when it is expressed in the total giving of one to the other, sup- 
ported and strengthened by the Sacrament and by the love of 
Christ, find in consecrated souls a light which purifies and an 
example which inspires them to perfect fidelity. On the other 
hand, the souls of the young, when they come to understand the 
glory of the undivided love a consecrated soul is enabled to give 
to God, are urged to follow in this exclusive love of Christ and 
dedicate themselves to Him in a similar way. When such souls 
realize that the religious vocation is not a stifling of the powers 
of the heart, but their full blossoming through their being di- 
rected to Him who wishes to be loved entirely and for Himself, 
they yearn, too, to consecrate themselves to Christ with their 
whole being, and so another vocation buds and grows to fruition. 


Again, in a world that seeks to emancipate itself from all 
authority and even from the Divine law, the obedience of the 
religious shines out as a star to proclaim the necessity of disci- 
pline in all human relationships and of submission to Divine 
authority. The dignity of religious obedience stems from the 
fact that it is not submission to another person as a person, but 
as to God Himself. This is made clear by the words of Christ to 
His Apostles: “He who hears you hears Me, and he who hears 
Me hears Him who sent Me” (God the Father). All religious 
authority comes through the Sovereign Pontiff from God, whom 
he represents, and so, in obeying their superiors, religious obey 
God, and what is more exalted than this? Perfect religious obedi- 
ence means to give back to God the very essence of the human 
personality and render Him most pleasing worship. 


Christ deigns to choose for the service of His Mystical Body 
countless souls who long for their perfection and holiness through 
a consecrated service. Through them He extends the reign of 
His love over the entire human race and prepares for the coming 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. There are innumerable forms of 
religious life approved by the Church, and it is for each person 
who feels called to total love of Christ to search out the commun- 
ity where he or she feels able to attain that total love. 


The Benedictine life, centered around the Liturgy, gives to 
the whole trend of life the motive of seeking God in all things. 
Benedictine monasteries and convents are located in various sec- 
tions of the United States, but we would like to suggest that our 
own Benedictine Eucharistic life, which combines the Benedic- 
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A view of our Tucson Convent where Benedictine Adorers have answered 
the ‘‘call of love.’’ 


tine Rule with unceasing adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
perpetually exposed, is an ideal form of the Sisterhood. Young 
ladies (preferably between 16 and 30) who are attracted to this 
life are invited to write to: Mother Prioress General, Benedictine 
Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 

Young men interested in the life of a Benedictine Priest or 
Brother are invited to write to Conception Abbey, Conception, 
Missouri, or to some other Benedictine monastery of their choice. 
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Living Thrones for the King of Love 


ORE and more, the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in 
the home is being recognized as one of the most effective 
means of sanctifying the Christian family, and, by the same 
token, of sanctifying the whole of Christian society. Why? Be- 
cause it fosters a true and genuine love for the Sacred Heart in 
the family and each of its members, which shows itself in an 
increased devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and in a home life 
patterned after that of the Holy Family at Nazareth; and where 
there are many such homes, their beneficial influence is bound to 
extend itself to the whole community. 


Since he started this “crusade” more than fifty years ago, 
Father Mateo has always in- 
sisted that the main purpose of 
the Enthronement is not to fulfil 
Our Lord’s request that His 
picture be honored, and to gain 
the fruit of the promise attached 
to that particular request, but 
its aim is rather a fulfilment of 
ALL the requests of the Sacred 
Heart concerning His social 
reign through the omnipotence 
of the love and mercy of His Sa- 
cred Heart, to be realized in 
spite of Satan and his followers. 

“Yes, the Enthronement is 
the Image of the Sacred Heart 
honored,” says Father Mateo, 
“but it is a hundred times more 
and greater. That is only one 
of the requests: we take the 
whole of them, the entire gospel 
of the King of Love: Eucharist, 
reparation, adoration, Feast of the Sacred Heart, the duty and 
the spirit of the apostolate (on the part of families). All this is 
not only the picture honored—that is only one chapter; not the 
whole book,. but the whole gospel of Paray-le-Monial, requests 
and promises. The image is the flag, the banner. But the battle 
is being waged for the Social Reign of the King... through 





58 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


the home, His throne, in its social and national meaning...” 


Father Mateo further stresses that one of the dominant 
ideas in his crusade is that of living the spirit of the Enthrone- 
ment in the home. He reminds his co-workers that to make the 
Enthronement effective, we must try to create a thoroughly 
Christian atmosphere in the home, first by family prayer, and 
then slowly but strongly develop what he calls the “Eucharistic 
flame and spirit,” aiming at daily Mass and Communion as the 
ideal. Next should follow the introduction of the spirit and 
practice of reparation through Night Adoration in the home. 
Then, truly, the home will become a “living throne” for the King 
of Love—the solid foundation of His Social Reign. 

As our late Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, reminds us in his 
encyclical on the Sacred Heart, the reign of Jesus Christ is a 
reign of love and will be established only through love. That 
is why the family that has had the Enthronement must strive to 
live a life of love and friendship with the Sacred Heart in every- 
day life. As Father Mateo expresses it, “That friendship must 
establish itself in all the hearts of the family by a life of prayer 
and confidence, by a true living with Jesus—Emmanuel. He 
wishes to share all the family life—its mourning and rejoicing, its 
sorrows and anxieties. He is a Friend who must preside, even 
as He did at the nuptials of Cana, now and in the future, during 
life and at the death of parents and children. . .” 


In the same circular letter, Father Mateo continues: “Let 
us not confine ourselves to preaching a simple formula of piety, 
a devotion without a tomorrow; let us preach the charity of 
Christ! That is Life! A thousand times more than the beautiful 
image, the symbol of the Heart of Jesus, let us endeavor to bring 
into the homes the Divine Reality, the living King of Love! 
Better than the place of honor in the home, obtain for Him the 
place of honor in the heart... I mean, endeavor to make Him 
known; there are so many ignorant people. Strive to make Him 
loved with a love that is trusting and generous; there are so many 
distrustful and careless people even among those who call them- 
selves His friends! Oh, strive to make the Divine Legislator 
deeply loved so that His law may be observed with love and 
through love! Can there be a more important and fruitful apos- 
tolate than that which consists in preaching this crusade to bring 
God and Jesus Christ into the home, and the Gospel and the 
Decalogue to our country, and thus to promote a powerful super- 
natural renewal in society by a healthy Christian family life?” 
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To these forceful statements by the saintly founder of the 
Enthronement, Father Francis Larkin, the National Director of 
the Enthronement in the United States, adds three timely rec- 
ommendations: 

Do Not Surrender 


“Families of the Sacred Heart, always remember that your 
home is the focal-point of the terrible war now being waged for 
the conquest of Christian civilization. It is not what is happen- 
ing in the Far East that is going to determine the outcome of 
this war, but rather what is happening in your own home, the 
home of your neighbors, the homes of this and other nations. 

“Parents, do not betray your Commander-in-Chief, the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, by handing over the fortress of your home 
to the enemy. Do not allow him to infiltrate in any way whatso- 
ever. Defend your homes against his wily attacks at all costs. 
The stakes are —ETERNITY! 

“Discouraged? Place all your trust in the Sacred Heart, 
renew your Consecration and say your Family Rosary daily; 
strive for daily Mass and Communion; be faithful to your Holy 
Hour, and you have nothing to fear—‘The gates of hell shall 
not prevail against you,’ for the King whom you have enthroned 
in your home has promised, ‘I will reign, I will conquer, through 
the merciful omnipotence of My Sacred Heart, despite Satan and 
his agents!’ ” 


Thoughts from Abbot Marmion 
On Compunction of Heart 


Continued 


HERE is no surer means of rendering the spiritual life firm 
and steadfast than to impregnate it with the spirit of com- 
punction. Yet it seems that, speaking generally, modern authors 
do not insist as much on this subject as did ancient ascetic writ- 
ers who are never weary of dilating on the importance of com- 
punction for spiritual progress; and we see the greatest saints 
constantly cultivating and recommending this disposition of soul. 
“You know,” said St. Paul to the Ephesians, “from the first 

day that I came into Asia, in what manner I have been with you, 
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for all the time, serving the Lord with all humility and with 
tears.” It was because he remembered how he once persecuted 
the Church of God. He does not fear to recall to his disciple 
Timothy how he “was a blasphemer, and a persecutor and con- 
tumelious”; he declares himself the chief of sinners. . . 


It was another “convert,” the object of similar mercy, 
Augustine, who wrote: “To speak much when praying is to do 
a necessary thing with superfluous words. To pray much is to 
knock for a long time with the movements of the heart at the 
door of Him to whom we pray; prayer, in fact, consists more in 
sighs and tears than in grand discourses and many words. God 
puts our tears in His sight; our sighs are not ignored by Him 
who created all things by His word and has no need of our human 
words.” 

Our holy Father (St. Benedict) echoes the words of the 
great Doctor. “If anyone desire to pray in private, let him do so 
quietly. .. with tears and fervor of heart.”’ Again he says: “Let 
us remember that not for our much speaking, but for our purity 
of heart and tears of compunction shall we be heard.” Look at 
this portrait of a perfect monk that he draws for us when he 
comes to the 12th degree of humility. This monk, he says, has 
reached the point where the perfection of charity and Divine 
union are about to be realized. And what is this monk’s atti- 
tude? He considers himself unworthy, on account of his sins, to 
appear before God. 

This is truly what all holy souls feel. A lady of high rank, 
who was converted after having lived in vanity and luxury, wrote 
to St. Gregory that she would give him no peace until he had 
assured her in the name of God that her sins were forgiven. The 
holy Pontiff, full of the spirit of the Rule, answered her that her 
request was as difficult as it was detrimental: difficult, because 
he did not esteem himself worthy of having revelations; detri- 
mental also for her soul, as it was in the interest of her salvation 
that she should not be assured of forgiveness (with an absolute 
certainty that excluded all doubt and cast away all fear) until 
the last moment of her life, when she would no longer be in a 
state to weep for her faults and to deplore them in God’s sight. 
Until this last hour came, she ought ever to live in compunction 
and not to let a day pass without washing away her stains with 
her tears. 

See our St. Gertrude, that lily of purity. She said to Our 
Lord with the deepest self-abasement: “The greatest miracle in 
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my eyes, Lord, is that 
the earth can bear such 
a worthless sinner as I 
am.” St. Teresa, formed 
to perfection by Our 
Lord Himself, had 
placed under her eyes in 
her oratory, in order to 
make it as it were the re- 
frain of her prayer, this 
text of the Psalmist: 
“Enter not, O Lord, into 
judgment with Thy ser- 
vant.” It is neither an 
exclamation of love nor 
an act of sublime praise 
that we hear from this 
seraphic soul, who is de- 
clared by her historians 
never to have sinned 
mortally, but it is a cry 
of compunction. Saint 
Catherine of Siena did St. Gertrude praying in the spirit of compunction. 
not cease to implore Di- 

vine mercy; she always ended her prayers with this invocation: 
“Have pity upon me, O Lord, for I have sinned.” 


The Church herself gives us, in her Liturgy of the Mass, 
striking examples of compunction of heart. Look at what the 
priest does at the moment when about to offer the Holy Sacrifice, 
the most sublime homage that the creature can render to God. 
The priest is necessarily supposed to be in a state of grace and in 
possession of God’s friendship; otherwise, in celebrating, he 
would commit a sacrilege. Yet the Church, his infallible teacher, 
begins by making him confess before all the faithful there as- 
sembled, his condition not only of a creature, but of a sinner: 
“T confess to Almighty God. .. and to you, brethren, that I have 
sinned exceedingly.” Then in the course of the holy action, the 
Church multiplies upon his lips formulas imploring forgiveness 
that he may steep his heart and mind in them. 





To be continued 
(“Christ, the Ideal of the Monk” pp. 154-156.) 
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Little Lovers’ League 


UNE is the month of the Sacred Heart, dear Little Lovers, 
that Heart which has loved us so much and wants so much 
to be loved in return. If we are going to find our happiness in 
the Heart of Jesus—and what greater happiness could there be? 
—we must try to do two things: often think of all that Jesus did 
to show His love for us, and do our part to return His love. Try 
to learn all you can about Our Lord. Read the Gospel story of 
His life and other books about Him. There you will see how 
Jesus went about doing good to everybody: healing the sick, 
comforting the sorrowful, teaching the poor. Then stop and 
think that in His Church, in the Sacraments, Jesus still lives 
among us, still heals our souls by the sacrament of Confession, 
still comforts and encourages us in Holy Communion, strengthen- 
ing us with His very own life, still teaches us through His priests 
and nuns and through our parents. You won’t be able to think 
about Jesus in this way, without learning to love Him more and 
more! 


The second step is to begin right now to love Our Lord with 
all your heart and soul. The best way to achieve this love is to 
go to Holy Mass and Holy Communion as often as you can, daily 
if at all possible. Holy Mass and Communion bring Jesus into 
your life. They pour His love and life and joy into your souls. 
Prayer will also unite you closely to Jesus. Be faithful and fer- 
vent in your morning and evening prayers. Make short acts of 
faith, hope and charity often during the day. Stop in for a visit 
to Our Lord in the tabernacle, even if you have only a few min- 
utes to spend with Him. Have a picture or a statue of the Sa- 
cred Heart in your room at home and keep flowers in front of it 
during this month which belongs to Him in such a special way. 
Make Jesus your example, your model in little things. Ask Him 
to show you how to be patient, as He was, kind, considerate, 
cheerful and willing to make sacrifices out of love for Him. By 
doing this, Little Lovers, you will give joy to the Sacred Heart 
and you will belong to Him more closely than ever before. 


PRACTICE: Every day during June, make a special sacrifice, 
known only to the Sacred Heart, to win souls for Jesus. 


ASPIRATION: Jesus, Friend of my heart, make my heart more 
like Yours! 
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The Selfish Squirrel 


CHESTER CHIPMUNK was a favorite with all the ani- 
mals in the woods. Even old Oliver Owl,who lived at the top 
of the tallest tree in the woods, and usually looked out on the 
world with a suspicious stare, approved of Chester. “He’s a 
generous fellow,” he said in his deep, wuthering voice, “always 
ready to help his neighbor, not like many young folk today. I 
know,” he always added, “because I see a lot from the top of my 
tree!” //It was true. Chester was generous. When he found a 
good store of nuts, he liked to share them with others; Mrs. 
Charlie Chipmunk, for instance, who had so many children, or 
old Mr. Cuthbert Chipmunk who had a bad leg. Chester was 
helpful, too. When the hunting season was on, he had often 
warned his friends, the deer and the rabbits, in time for them 
to save themselves from danger. 

It was a different story with Sigfried Squirrel. The only 
person he was interested in was himself. When he found a good 
hoard of nuts, he kept it a secret till he had them all stored away. 
“No wonder he’s so fat and sleek,with a fine bushy tail,” hooted 
old Oliver Owl, “if he ever gave so much as one nut away, it was 
by mistake!” 

It was autumn and all the animals were busy gathering their 
winter food supplies. “It will be a long winter and a cold one,” 
Sigfried warned Chester. “You’re foolish to be giving the best 
nuts away. Let others look out for themselves. You should see 
the bushels of fine nuts J have stored away in my oak tree. And 
you with only a few in that pine. . .” Chester didn’t have time to 
answer, for the storm that had been threatening all day broke just 
then. The rain came down in silver sheets, thunder roared in the 
sky like a thousand lions and lightning slashed through the 
darkness. The little animals and the big took shelter where they 
could and all jumped when the lightning struck two trees: the 
oak tree and the pine. 

“Oh, my nuts!” shrieked Sigfried, “what shall I do? The 
lightning has destroyed the oak tree and all my nuts!” Chester 
was sorry for him. Of course his nuts were gone, too, but he 
hadn’t had very many of them. Besides,it was soon clear that he 
had no need to worry, for all the animals he had befriended got 
busy. Mrs. Charlie,sent out, her chiJdren to gather nuts; old Mr. 
Cuthbert hopped “shout on one-f6et looking for them. The deer 
and the rabbits joined in the search, and that same day they 
brought Chester enough nuts to keep him in comfort,!“As for te 
« Squirrel, he didn’t fare so well. Nobody was much interested in 
him. And if it hadn’t been for Chester, Sigfried would have been 
as lean as Willie the Weasel by the end of that winter! 
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Three Friends In Need 


Conformity to the Will of God 


Most of our troubles arise from the fact that we do not 
want what God wants to give us. If we could see beneath the surface 
of things, we would reach out eagerly for the gifts of God, even when 
they come disguised as pain, suffering or sorrow of some kind. Those 
who try to do God’s will, who look for it in whatever happens, do not 
have crosses, they have the Crucifix, for Christ is with them to help 
them bear whatever happens. This booklet with its suggestions on 
achieving real union of our will with God’s will is a real friend in need. 


Pathways to Peace 


People are looking desperately for peace these days, peace 
of heart, peace of mind, peace in our troubled world. Yet most of the 
time they look for peace where it is not to be found. Peace comes 
from within, from a will united to God’s will, from a heart that loves 
Him, from a life spent according to His wishes. God Himself has 
outlined for all men the pathways to peace, the pathways of faith, 
hope and charity. These are strikingly presented in this finely- 
written booklet by the late Archbishop of Mexico. 


Sufferings Sanctified 


There is too much wasted suffering in our world. Suffer- 
ing, which could be used to obtain heaven, to win souls, to cancel now 
the temporal punishment due to sin, is being wasted in bitterness and 
boredom. How to make suffering an apostolate, a means of union 
with God, is the encouraging message of this booklet. It will be a 
favorite of those who are confined to bed, whether for a long or short 
time, giving them a new insight into the use of pain and trials. 


Each booklet 15¢. Postage extra. Reduction for quantities. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





LOVE THIS HEART 


To know the Sacred Heart of Jesus is to love 
Him better. These booklets will help increase 
your devotion to the Heart of Him who said: 
“My child, give Me your heart!’ 


True Veneration of the Sacred Heart -—How the Sacred 
Heart shows His love for us and how we should love Him in 
return. 15¢ 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart — The history, explana- 
tion and ceremony of one of today’s most important ways of 
bringing the Sacred Heart into your home and into the heart of 
family life. Also explains the wonderful practice of Night Adora- 
tion at home. 15¢ 


Favors from the King — Six different families in widely dif- 
ferent circumstances decided to enthrone the Sacred Heart in their 
homes—-with marvelous results, as related by the Founder of the 
Movement, Father Mateo. 15¢ 


All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus! — Beautiful prayers to help 
you speak to the Heart of Jesus as friend to Friend. Includes 
the Mass of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Litany, novena and 
consecration. 15¢ 


The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour — Do you belong 
to the Sacred Heart’s Guard of Honor? Read the explanation 
given here and you will want to! Prayers included. 15¢ 


Come, Let Us Adore —~ Ideal for Holy Hours and visits to 
church in June. Prayers in adoration and reparation to the 
Sacred Heart. Also suitable for Night Adoration at home. 15¢4 


Gems from the Liturgy for Our Lord’s Feasts — Part Il 
— A treasure of meaningful prayers selected for you from the 
Church’s worship for the feasts of Christ from Pentecost to Ad- 
vent. 96 pages. 20¢ 


Jesus Enthroned in Our Hearts — His favorite kingdom, our 
own hearts. A beautiful and encouraging message about a way 
of life that means holiness. 32 pages. 10¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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